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EPHES,-Þ, 8. 
* Grace ye are ſaved through Faith, 


LL the Bleſſings which God has beſtowed upon 
Man are of his mere Grace, Bounty or Favour: 
His Free, undeſerved Favour ; Favour altoge- 

| ther undeſerved ; Man having no Claim to the leaſt of his 
Mercies. It was Free Grace that formed Man of the Du? 
of the Ground, and breathed into him a living Soul, and 

ſtamped on that Soul the Image of God, and put all Thing; 
under his Feet. The ſame Free Grace continues to us, at 
this Day, Life and Breath, and all Things. For there is 
nothing we are, or have, or do, which can deſerve the 
leaſt Thing at God's Hand. All our Works thou, O God, 
haſt wrought in us. Theſe, therefore, are ſo many more 
Inſtances of Free Mercy: And whatever Righteouſnel 
may be found in Man, this is alſo the Gift of God. 
. Wherewithal then ſhall a ſinful Man atone for any the MM | 
leaſt of his Sins? With his own Works? No. Were they 
r ſo many or ſo holy, they are not his own, but God's, 

80. indeed they are all Unholy and Sinful themſelves, ſo 


Jadued turvughb Faith. Grace is the Source, Faith the Con- v. 
dition, of Salvation. 6 
Now, that we fall not ſhort of the Grace of Go b, itt 

72 

e 


that every one of them needs a freſh Atonement. Only 

corrupt Fruit grows on a corrupt Tree. And his Heart is ] 

altogether corrupt and abominable; being come ſhort of 11: t 

Glory of God, the glorious Righteouſneſs at firſt impreſſ on t 

His Soul, after the Image of his Great Creator. T here- R 

| fore, having nothing, neither Righteouſneſs nor Works toll 5 

1 plead, his Mouth is utterly ſtopt before God. 7 

1 3. If then ſinful Man find Favour with God, it is Gre * 

upon Grace. If Gop vouchſafe ſtill to pour freſh Blefiivgs M « 

| | upon us, yea, the greateſt of all Bleſſings, Salvation; . 

| +*. Whatcan we ſay to theſe ''hings, but Thanks be unte GOD i 7 
| = for bis Unſ/peak: ble Gift ! and thus it is. [Herein GOD 

| t a commenaeth his Lowe towards us, in that while we wire t 

1 at Sinners, Chriſt died to ſave us. By Grace then are je ec 
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doncerns us carefully to enquire, 
I. What Faith it is mop which we are ſaved ? 
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er and Authority over all Devils. 
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II. What is the Salvation which is through Faith? 

III. How we may anſwer ſome Objections. 

I. What Faith it is through which we are ſaved? 

1. And firſt, it is not barely the Faith of a Heathen. 
Now Gop required of a Heathen to believe, That GOD 
is ; that he is a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him; 
and that he is to be ſought by glerihhing him as God, by 
giving him Thanks for all Things; and by a careful Prac- 
tice of Moral Virtue, of Juſtice, Mercy and Truth toward 
their Fellow Creatures. A Greek or Roman therefore, 
yea a Scythian or Indian, was without Excuſe if he did 
not believe thus much, the Being and Attributes of Gop, 
a future State of Reward and Puniſhment, and the obli- 
gatory Nature of Moral Virtue, For this is barely the 
Faith of a Heathen. 

2. Nor 24ly, Is it the Faith of a Devil, though this goes 
much further than that of a Heathen, For the Devil be- 
lieves, not only, that there is a wiſe and powerful Gop, 
Gracious to reward, and Juſt to puniſp, but alto that Jesvs 


is the Son of Gon, the Cur1sr, the Saviour of the 


World. So we find him declaring, in expreſs Terms, 
Luke iv. 34. 1 know thee, who thou art, the Heily One of 
GOD. Nor can we doubt but that unhappy Spirit be- 
lieves all thoſe Words, which came out of the Mouth of 
the Holy Men; yea, and whatſoever elſe was written by 
thoſe Holy One of old ; of two of whom he was com- 
pell'd to give that glorious Teſtimony, 7e, Men are tile 
Servants of the moſt high GOD, who fhexw unto you the Way 
of Salvation. Thus much then the great Enemy of Gon 
and Man believes, and trtmbles in believing, That GOD 
was made manifeſt in the Fleſh, That he will tread all E- 
nemies under his Feet, and that all Scripture was given by © 


Inſpiration of GOD. Thus far goeth the Faith ofa Devil. 


3. Thirdly, The Faith through which we are ſaved, in 
that Senſe of the Word which will hereafter by explain- 
ed, is not barely that which the Apo/tles themſelves had 
while CyR1sT was yet upon Earth; tho' they ſo believed 
on him then as to /eave all and follow him. They had 
then Power to work Miracles, to heal all Manner of Sich- 
nfs, and all manner of Diſeaſe; yea, they had then Pow- 

And which is beyond 
A 2 | all 
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all this, they were ſent by their Maſter to preach the Rin 
«om of GOD. Yet after their Return from doing all theſe 
mighty Works, their Lord himfelf terms them, A f::741:/; 
Generation, (Luke ix. 41.) and tells them, They could not 


oft out a Dewil becauſe of their Unbelief. 


4. What Faith is it then through which we are ſaved ? 
It may be anſwered, firſt, in general, It is a Faith in 
CarisT; CHRIST, and Gop through CHRIST, are the 
proper Ghbjett of it. Herein, therefore, it is ſufficiently, 
abſolutely, u ſtinguiſhed from the Faith either of Antient 
or Modern Heatiens. And from the Faith of a Devil, it 
xs fully dif.ipguiſh'd by this, It is not barely a Speculative, 
Rational Thing, a cold, lifeleſs Aﬀent, a Train of Ideas 
in the Head ; but alſo a Diſpoſition of the Heart. For 
thus ſaith the Scripture, 17th the Heart, Man believeth 


unto Righteouſneſs. And, IF thou fhalt confeſs with thy 


Month the Lord Feſus, and ſpalt believe with thy Heart, 
that GOD hathrailed him from the Dead, thou ſhalt he ſowed. 

5. And herein does it differ from that Faith which the 
Apoſtles themſelves had while our Lord was on Earth, that 
it acknowledges the Neceſſity and Merit of his Death, 
and the Power of his Reſurrection. It acknowledges his 


Death as the ſufficient, the only ſufficient Means of re- 
deeming Man from Death Eternal; and his Reſurrection 


28 the Reſtoration of us all to Life and Immortality: In- 
aſmuch as he was delivered for our Sins, and roſe again for 
our Tuſiificetion, Chriſtian Faith is then, not only an Al- 
ſent to the whole Goſpel of CHRIST, but alſo a full 
Reliance on the Blood of Cu IST, a Truſt to the Merits 
ot his Life, Death, and ReſurreQion ; a Recumbency up- 
on him as our Atonement and our Life; as gigen for us, 
and /zving in us. It is a ſure Confidence which a Man 
hath in Gop, that through the Merits of CyrisT 5 
Sins are forgiven, and he reconciled to the Favour of Gop ; 


and in conſequence hereof, a cloſing with him, and cleav- 


ing to him, as our. Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, 
Redemption, or in one Word, our Salwation. 

IT. What Salvation it is, which is through this Faith, 
is the ſecond Thing to be conſidered. 5 

1. And firſt, Whatſoever elſe it imply, it is a preſent 
Salvation. It is ſomething attainable, yea, actually at. 
| : | taine 


[9] 
as the Salvation, which he of his own good Pleaſure, his 
mere Favour, annexes thereto. That ye believe, is one 
Inſtance of his Grace; that believing ye are ſaved, an- 
other: Not of Works, let ry Man fpould booft, For all 


our Works, all our Righteo..!i.c{+, which were before our 


Believing, meri:-d nothing of Gop but Condemnation. 
So far were they from Jefcrving Faith; which therefore, 
whenever giver, is not of Works. Neither is Salvation of 


the Works we do when we believe. For it ig then GOD 


that worketh in us. And therefore, that he g'veth us a 
Reward for what be himſelf worketh, only commendeth . 
the Riches of his Mercy, but leaveth us nothing whereof 


to glory. 


4. However, may rot the ſpeaking thus, of the Mercy 
of Gop, as faving or juſtifying freely by Faith only, en- 
courage Men in Sin? Indeed it may and will; many au⁰ 
continue in Sin that Groce may bun. But their Blood is 
upon their own Head, The Goodneſs of Gop ought to 
lead them to Repentance ; and ſo it will thoſe who are 
ſincere of Heart. When they know there is yet Forgive» 
neſs with him, they will cry aloud that he would blot out 
their Sins alfo, through Faith which is in JesUus. And if 
they earneſtly cry, and faint not, if they ſeek him in all 
the Means he hath appointed, if they refuſe to be com- 
forted till he come, he wil] come and will not tarry. And 
he can do much Work in a ſhort Time. Many are the. 
Examples in the Acts of the Apoſtles, of Gop's ſhedding 
abroad this Faith in Men's Hearts, even like Lightning 
falling from Heaven. So in the ſame Hour that Paal 
and Silas began to preach, the Jailor repented, believed, 
and was baptized: As were three thouſand by St. Peter 


on the Day of Pentecoſt, who all repented and believed at 15 


his firſt preaching. And bleſſed be Gop, there are now 
many living Proofs, that he is till mighty to ſawe. 

gü. Yet to the ſame Truth, placed in another View, a 
quite contrary Objection is made: If a Man cannot be 
* faved by all that he can do, this will drive Men to De- 
„ ſpair.” True, to deſpair of being ſaved by their own 
Works, their own Merits or Righteouſneſs. And fo it 
onght ; for none can truſt in the Merits of CHRIST, till 
he has utterly renounc'd his own. He that goeth about to 


eftabhſh 


C Lo 
eſtabliſb his owon Righteouſneſs, cannot receive the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Gop. The Righteouſneſs which is of Faith 


cannot be given him, while he truſteth in that which is of 


the Law. 

6. But this, it is ſaid, is an uncomfortable Doctrine. 
The Devil ſpoke like himſelf, that is, without either 
Truth or Shame, when he dared to ſuggeſt to Men that it 
is ſuch. * Tis the only comfortable one, tis wery full of 
Comfort, to all feli-deftroy'd, ſelf-condemn'd Sinner. 
That whoſoever beliemeth on him pl not be ofbamed: 
That the ſome Lord over all is rich unto all that call up- 
on him Here is Comfort, high as Heaven, fironger thn 
Death! What! Mercy for all? For Zaccheus, a public; 
Robber? For Mary Magdalene, a common Harlot ? Me- 
thinks I hear one ſay, Ihen J, even I, may hope for Mer. 
cy! And ſo thou may'ſt, thou afflited one, whom none 
hath comforted! Gop hath not caſt out thy Prayer. Nay, 
perhaps he may ſay the next Hour, Be of good cheer, thy 
Sins are forgiven thee ; 10 forgiven that they ſha]l reign o- 
ver thee no more; yea, and that the Holy Spirit ſhall bear 

ewitneſs with thy Spirit, that thau art a Child of GOD. O 
glad Tidings! Tidings of great Joy, which are ſent unto 
all People. Ho, every one that thir/teth, come ye to ihe Na- 
ters: Come ye and buy without Money, and avithout Price, 
Whatſoever your Sins be, though red, like Crimſon, though 
more than the Hairs of your Head: Return ye unto the Lord, 
and he will haue Mercy upon you; and to our God, for be 
will abundantly pardon. | 

7. When no more Objections occur, then we are ſimply 
told, That Juſtification by Faith only, ought not to be 
preached as the firſt Doctrine, or at leaſt not to be preached 
at All. But what faith the Holy Ghoſt ? Other Foundation 
can no Man lay, than that which is laid, even JESUS 

CHRIST. So then, That whoſoever believeth on him ſhall 
be ſaved, is and muſt be the Foundation of all our Preach- 
ing; that is, muſt be preached firſt. ** Well, but not to 
all.“ To whom then are we not to preach it? Whom 
| ſhall we except? The Poor? Nay, they have a pecuiur 


Right to the Goſpel preached unto them. The Unleam- 


ed? No. Gop hath revealed theſe Things unto upleart- 


ed and ignorant Men from the Beginning. The Voung! 
5 * 


faith unto us, That awe will ſpeak, 


L 


By no means. Suffer theſe in any wiſe, to come unto 
CunrisT, and forbid them not. The Sinners? Leaſt of 
all. He came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Re- 
pentance. Why then, if any, we are to except the Rich, 


the Learned, the Reputable, the Moral Men. And 'tis 
true, they too often except themſelves from hear- 
ing ; yet we muſt ſpeak the Words of our Lord. For 
thus the Tenor of our Commiſſion runs, Go and preach the 
Go/pel to every Creature. If any Man wreſt it or any Part 
of it to his own Deſtruction, he muſt bear his own Bur- 
den. But till, as the Lord liveth, whatſoever the Lord 


8, At this Time more eſpecially will we ſpeak, That 


by Grace ye are ſaved thro) Faith: Becauſe never was the 


maintaining this Doctrine more ſeaſonable than it is at 
this Day. Nothing but this can effectually prevent the 
Increaſe of the Romiſs Deluſion among us. Tis endleſs 
to attack one by one, all the Errors of that Apoſtate 
Church. But Salvation by Faith ſtrikes at the Root, and 


all fall at once where this is eſtabliſned. It was this 
Doctrine (which our Church juſtly calls 2h frong Rock 


and Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion) that firſt drove 
Popery out of theſe Kingdoms, and *tis this alone can 
keep it out. Nothing but this can give a Check to that 
Immorality, which hath ower/pread our Land as a Flood, 
Can you empty the great Deep, Drop by Drop ? Then you 
may reform us, by Diſſuafives from particular Vices, But 
let the Righteouſneſs which is of GOD by Faith be brought 
in, and ſo ſhall its proud Waves be ſtay'd. Nothing but 
this can flop the Mouths of thoſe who glory in their 
Lame, and openly deny the Lord that bought them. They 
can talk as ſublimely of the Law, as he that hath it 
written by Gop in his Heart. To hear them ſpeak on 
this Head, might incline one to think, they were not far 
from the Kingdom of Gop. But take them out of the 
Law into the Goſpel ; begin with the Righteouſneſs of 
Faith, with CnrisT, the End of the Law to every one that 
believeth : And thoſe who but now appeared almoR, if 
not altogether Chriſtians, ſtand confeſt the Sons of Perdi- 
tion; as far from Life and Salvation (Gop be metrciful unto 
them! ) as the Depth of Hell from the Heighth of Heaven. 


9, For 


N. 


[12] 

9. For this Reaſon the Adverſary fo rages, whenever 
Salvation by Faith is declared to the World. For this 
Reaſon did he ſtir up Earth and Hell, to deſtroy thoſe 
who firſt preached it. And for the ſame Reaſon, know. 
ing that Faith alone could overturn the Foundations of his 
Kingdom, did he call forth all his Forces, and employ all | 
his Arts of Lies and Calumny, to affright that glorious 
Champion of the Lord of Hoſts, Martin Luther, from re- 
viving it. Nor can we wonder thereat ; for as that Man 
of Gop obſerves, How would it enrage à proud ſtrong 
Man arm d, to be flopt and ſet at nought by a little C/il/, 
coming againſi him with a Reed in his Hand? Eſpecially 
when he knew that little Child would ſurely overthrow 
him, and tread him under Foot. Ewen /o, Lord JESU 
Thus hath thy Strength been ever made perfect in Wect- 
neſs! Go forth then, thou little Child, that belteveit in 
him, and 57 Right-hand ſball teach thee terrible Things! 
Though thou art helpleſs and weak as an Infant of Days, 
the ſtrong Man ſhall not be able to ſtand before thee. 
Thou ſhalt prevail over him, and ſubdue him, and over- 
throw him, and trample him under thy Feet. Thou | 
ſhalt march on under the great Captain of thy Salvation, 
conquering and to conguer, until all thine Enemies are de- 
firoyed, and Death is ſwallowed up in Victory. 
Now Thanks be to Gop which giveth us the Victory 
through our Lord Jzsus ChRISsT, to whom with the | 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be Bleſſing and Glory, and | 
Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and Honour, and Power, 
and Might, for ever and ever. Amen. : 


